Minutes of the 42nd Annual General Meeting Held at St David’s Coalville on 

October 9th 2010
Present:

WC.JS Cresswell OBE, RAF(Rtrd), Mr B E Trevena-Tow,  Mrs D Trevena-Tow, Mr G Taylor, Mrs J Taylor,. Mrs F Rouse, Mr M Scott, Mrs P Scott, Mr R Hall, Mrs K Hall, Mr R Asher, Mr K Troke, Mr I Eastwood, Mr H Coffin, Mrs A Coffin, Mr A Sankey, Mrs A Sankey, Mr D Stanborough, Mrs A Stanborough.   
1.  The Chairman, Mrs Joy Taylor opened the meeting and invited the President WC Stewart Cresswell OBE RAF (Rtrd) to officially welcome everyone to Coalville.

2.  The Chairman invited Duane to lead us in prayer.     

3. Apologies:

Lady Mary Forbes MBE, Ann Patient, David Harris, Cliff and Amy Hart, Phillis Collis, Dorothy Leonard, Rev Eric Littler,  Colin and Marjorie Leckonby, Neville Gray, Avril Scott, Caroline Schofield, Matthew Taylor, Neil Rouse, Sheila and Don Rouse, John Shepherd, OBE FCA and Jackie Shepherd Peter Folks., 
4. Minutes of the 41st AGM at Scunthorpe 2010 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed I Eastwood and seconded by F Rouse
5. Matters arising

Item 9 – Maynard Scott showed us the product of our £1000 donation sent to NHQ to produce a promotional DVD There were 2 made but this is version 2 which contains more precise information. The Development Officers are using it as an introduction to their extension work throughout the country. Interest has been shown to start up companies in several areas but nothing has been finalised as yet. The DVD will be shown to members during the weekend. Alan Sankey reported that 2 new companies are due to open in the Leicester area. Maynard reported that St Martin’s Company, Bradley has closed which was a great shock to all members as we enjoyed a splendid AGM not so long ago and the Company was very much alive and growing. David Stanborough said the Theological Colleges should promote the work of the Brigade which is something we have been advocating for some time. The Arch Bishop of Canterbury has been gracious enough to record a message on the DVD so this may be a break through.
6. Presidents address : printed on the Brigade website
7. Reports

a) The Secretary - D  Trevena – Tow
We have attended 3 meetings where 2 appeals were received for First Aid training for leaders and officers, one from Leicester regiment and one from Charnwood Battalion together with an appeal towards adventure training for St Hilda’s Company Ulster Regiment. All were successful. The Sir Hamish Forbes award is well under way and we have eventually pressed NHQ for results of the Returns as we need to know the Company which has achieved the highest percentage of new members. The winner for 2009 is Christ the Servant, Digmoor in Liverpool area which will receive a certificate and £100 to commemorate the life and work of Sir Hamish Forbes within the Brigade and the Association.

 We are all concerned about the future but we are thinking positively and are determined to continue the work of the Brigade Association for as long as possible. We must encourage the grass roots Companies to apply for grants which enable them to extend their work with young people also to make it a self-satisfying and exciting prospect to become a leader and eventually an Officer within the Brigade. Fundraising is of paramount importance to enable the Association to carry on providing funding to help with the training of these valuable people so any ideas will be welcome. We are now able to place information on the newly designed website and update information as and when required which is an invaluable tool and a most encouraging way to promote the Association to a wider audience. It is essential to spread the news of how time as a member of the Brigade can benefit young people, giving them training, confidence, self esteem and self discipline whilst providing fun and fellowship.
The Chairman thanked Duane for her support and valued work for the Association during the past year. 
b) The Treasurer’s report – The accounts (should be dated 2010 not 2009 as printed) were prepared by John Shepherd but presented by the Joy Taylor (who has taken on the caretaker role of Treasurer until one is elected) due to the retirement of John Shepherd in July. John has been our Treasurer for over 12 years for which we are most grateful. Messages of thanks have been sent to John on behalf of the membership for a job well done. 
The balance is £13.784.43. It was noted that expenditure on Grants (fewer appeals), Travel costs (fewer meetings), Postage (using email) were down. Interest is lower due to credit crunch and donations are lower. Donations from life members are always welcomed. The accounts were accepted by those present:  Proposed by I Eastwood and seconded by B Trevena- Tow.
John Shepherd was thanked, in his absence, for his detailed accounts,
8. Election of Officers                                                                                           
The following persons were elected to serve for the coming year – Proposed en-bloc by Richard Hall and seconded by George Taylor
Chairman – Joy Taylor

Vice Chairman- Fay Rouse

Secretary – Duane Trevena -Tow

Treasurer- Neil Rouse

Brigade Council Representative- Vacancy
Committee – Ivan Eastwood, Robert Asher, Basil Trevena –Tow, Richard Hall and Keith Troke.

A vacancy still exists for a Public Relations Officer.  
Persons not to serve on Committee

Colin Leckonby - North East Liaison Officer

Martin Stubbs - New Earswick Liaison Officer

Fay Rouse - Pettswood Liaison Officer

Duane T- Tow - Scunthorpe Liaison Officer

9. Any other Business

· The First winners of the Sir Hamish Forbes Award is Christ the Servant, Digmoor, Liverpool Battalion and the Certificate, a potted history of Sir Hamish’s life as a soldier will be presented together with a cheque for £100 by Basil and Duane Trevena -Tow on Tuesday October 12th at Digmoor on Brigade night. 

· The Brigade Remembrance service will be held on Saturday November 13th at the National Arboretum at 2pm. Tom Hughes, who passed away last month, to be placed on the Role of Honour. 

· Duane proposed a vote of thanks to Joy for her Chairmanship during the year. 

· An observation was made that we are not always successful in getting the submitted articles into the LINK

· Email addresses can be a useful tool to contact our members to save postage 

· 2 companies are due to open in the Leicester area

· Bradeley Company has closed which was a shock to all of us as it was a vibrant, growing company when Rev Richard Walker was the incumbent. 

· Brigade Remembrance Service will be on Saturday, November 13th at 2pm at the National Arboretum.

10. Date and venue of the next meeting 

October 1st/2nd 2011, Possibly at Alperton.
The Chairman closed the meeting as there was no further business

*************************************************************************************************  

Association and Brigade members joined together for an excellent 3 course evening dinner prepared by The Charnwood Battalion at St Davids Church Hall served by the teenage members and Officers, this was followed by songs sung by Alan Sankey accompanying himself on the guitar with percussion enhancement by Ann Sankey

The President Stewart Cresswell OBE RAF (Rtrd) thanked everyone at Coalville for their generous hospitality throughout the day, a very entertaining display by Brigade members and the wonderful entertainment by Alan and Ann – What Talent!!!

The weekend culminated with the 10am Sunday Communion Service enjoyed by all at St David’s Church.

Duane Trevena- Tow (Brigade Association Secretary)

